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Typical post-implantation layout with static groups.
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GROUP STRUCTURES
STATIC GROUPS

Group is constituted once, social hierarchy stabilizes, and the group is left intact
for the duration of gestation. The goal would be to have one weeks breeding

or a fraction of that weeks breeding in a larger sow unit be used to constitute

a static group. The approach has the advantage that the breeding group stays
physically in tact much as it would in a crated facility. However, static groups can
create challenges in space utilization which can result in increased facility cost or
decreased sow inventory. Static groups are an “all in / all out” system that requires
additional barn spaces in reserve to allow for animal movement. In reality, very few
gestation groups are truly static as some sows will drop out due to loss pregnancy,
injury or death. This leads to suboptimal utilization of pen space by the end of
the gestation period because sows removed from the group cannot be replaced.
Alternatively, one can attempt to anticipate this fall out by over stocking the pen
initially which can result in a less than ideal per sow space allotment.

DYNAMIC GROUPS

Group constituency is constantly changing. Dynamic groups are essentially a
“continuous flow” system which allows space utilization to be optimized in each
pen. Weekly breeding groups are subdivided with animals being introduced into
a number of different pens optimizing the space utilization in each pen. This
approach works well with large group sizes and can also be used to optimize feed
station utilization in sow units with smaller breeding groups. Social disruption and
associated fighting is minimal in large groups and any repeat breeders can simply
be re-bread and left in the same pen. It is not necessary to maintain the integrity
of the breeding group because the computer system will track the location and
monitor the status of animals regardless of their location. The feeding station

can be used to sort or mark the sows for scheduled management activities as a
group regardless of which pen the sows are located in. The flexibility in animal
movement and the ability to achieve optimum space utilization in all pens makes
dynamic groups an attractive solution for many herds.

No matter what your pen gestation requirements, the AP Schauer ESF
Team will help you decide what combination of group management

approaches is right for you and then work with you to generate a
concept design that meets all your ESF needs. Together we can
embrace the future.

Positioning Compident ESF stations Laying areas divided by partitions

on walkways simplifies sow introduc- provide sow comfort and
tion and registration and provides protection, decreasing aggression
access to the units for service. and promoting a stable

group hierachy.



Your Source for Innovative

volutions

In today’s competitive market place, it is essential to maximize the efficiency and
performance of your swine production facilities. AP is the industry leader in the
manufacture of innovative, high quality durable and dependable swine production
equipment designed to help you meet these goals. The Experts at AP are ready to assist
you in implementing the latest technologies in monitoring, feeding,
ventilation and housing backed by industry leading warranty, service
and technical support.
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1004 E. Illinois St. Assumption, IL 62510 USA
Ph: 217-226-4449 Fax: 217-226-3540
www.automatedproduction.com





